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Delivering on NHS pledges
will need more than vision
Do you remember the
Sundays of old? The day of
rest. Shops were shut, town
and city centres deserted,
and large Sunday roasts
were eaten at one o’clock on
the dot. But increasingly
lazy Sundays are a thing of
the past. The pace of modern
life, Sunday trading, and increased mobility and leisure
opportunities see many of
us rushing around faster
than ever at the weekends.
And that’s if you’re not
working.
Things have changed and
we have all changed with
them. Life is so busy many
don’t even have time to live
it.
In this context it is little
wonder that politicians have
spotted a potential votewinner in a “24/7” NHS.
Imagine being able to get a
doctor’s appointment at a
time that suits you, so you
don’t have to take time off
work, and one you don’t
have to wait more than a
week for. Yesterday David
Cameron, in his first major
speech since his surprise
General Election victory, declared that he wants to make
good on his plan to make Britain “become the first country in the world to deliver a
truly seven-day NHS”.
On the face of it to the man
on the street it sounds like a
great idea.
The problem goes a little
deeper than just getting GP
surgeries to open in the

evening and at weekends.
Death rates are 16 per cent
higher for patients who
arrive at hospital on
Sundays compared with
those admitted on a Wednesday. So why not?
But the solution is likely to
be considerably harder considering the substantial
public spending saving targets the new Government
has set itself.
Mr Cameron has already
pledged £8 billion extra for
the NHS but experts say this
is the minimum needed to
keep the service afloat as it
is. A British Medical Association poll last month
found that one in three GPs
were planning on retiring,
going part time, moving
abroad or quitting medicine
altogether, blaming stress
and unmanageable workloads for their unhappiness.
The Prime Minister insists his plan is not about
NHS staff working seven
days a week, but about “different shift patterns”.
Staff organisations have
given the announcement a
muted reception, with BMA
chairman Dr Mark Porter
dismissing it as “empty
headline grabbing”.
But the trouble with good
headlines is that they appeal
to the man and woman on
the street.
So our new Government
has a considerable challenge ahead in making this
vision a reality.
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On this day
1536: Anne Boleyn, second wife
of Henry VIII and mother of
Queen Elizabeth I, was
executed on Tower Green for
alleged adultery.
1588: The Spanish Armada set
sail from Lisbon.
1802: The French Legion
d’Honneur was created by
Napoleon.
1898: William Ewart Gladstone,
four times Liberal prime
minister, died at Hawarden
Castle in North Wales aged 88.
1906: The 20km Simplon rail
tunnel, between Switzerland
and Italy, was officially opened.
1935: T E Lawrence (Lawrence
of Arabia) died six days after a
motorcycle accident in Dorset.

1982: Italian actress Sophia
Loren was jailed for a month
for tax evasion.
1984: Sir John Betjeman, Poet
Laureate from 1972, died aged
77.

Birthdays
James Fox, actor,
76, pictured
Pete Townshend,
guitarist and
singer (The
Who), 70
Victoria Wood,
comedienne,
writer and actress, 62
Jodi Picoult, author, 49

Thought for the day
1 Corinthians 6:20: For you were bought with a price. So glorify God
in your body.

Shire Oak Energy wants to reopen Dean Quarry at St Keverne to extract stone for a tidal lagoon in Wales
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Does ‘green’ energy scheme
justify destruction of nature?

Reopening Cornish quarry would destroy habitats and harm community, says Gloria Knight
Living in Cornwall is a
privilege.
I live here not as a
birthright, but because of a
way of life shaped by nature’s
beauty and I have an
expectation that others will
have the same integrity for
guardianship of the
landscape, ensuring that this
beauty is kept safe for the
generations in the future. So
I find it quite shocking that
these habitats, health and
livelihoods are under genuine
threat by the proposed
industrialisation of protected,
designated sites in the name
of innovation and profit.
I refer to the proposal by
Shire Oak Energy to reopen
Dean Quarry in St Keverne
on the Lizard peninsula. This
company intends to excavate
1.5 million tonnes of rock a
year and ship it in 9,000-tonne
barges to Swansea, where it
will be used to construct a
breakwater to form a tidal
lagoon to produce “green”
energy through a subsidiary
company, Tidal Lagoon
Power.
On the face of it, we should
be jumping up and down with
joy at the prospect of an
initiative developing ideas for
“low carbon” electricity and
that’s what all political
parties are promising. But
it’s not that simple if the end
doesn’t justify the means. Is
it ethically right to risk
wiping out the newly-created
Manacles Maritime
Conservation Zone, an area of
outstanding natural beauty, a
site of special scientific
interest, and erode a
struggling rural economy? A
billion pounds is the cost to

build a six-mile, U-shaped
stone breakwater, lasso-ing a
vast area of Swansea Bay,
where 16 giant turbines with
seven-metre blades will use
the energy from the ebb and
flow of the tides.
To the villagers of St
Keverne, the analogous
“cost” won’t show up in a
bank account, but will be felt
as a Cornish landscape and
its indigenous and migrating
wildlife are bankrupted by
the fall-out from incessant
blasting that will be felt
physically and financially
from the village out to the
Manacle reef.
There is a two-stage pre-

functional in 2008. Shire Oak
Energy had warned that it
would transport the rock by
road in 200 lorries rumbling
through the village each
week. However, there’s been a
U -turn. Shire Oak Energy
MD Kurt Larson, MD is
reported as saying: “A road
option is not a viable option.
End of story.”
It’s critical to Shire Oak
Energy that the second
application has the “green
light” and I assume it’s the
nature of the beast to fight it
with all the guns in its
arsenal. St Keverne isn’t
giving up without a fight...
there’s a silver bullet of

What do you think? Should Dean Quarry
be reopened?

Leave your comment at
westernmorningnews.co.uk
requisite for Shire Oak
Energy to begin blasting and
transporting rock to Wales:
planning consent for on-site
buildings, followed by
permission for a 600-metre
breakwater and two jetties.
St Keverne Parish Council
rejected the planning
application for buildings that
would enable the quarry to
become operational and
referred it to the West Sub
Area Planning Committee of
Cornwall County Council,
where the vote was passed, by
seven votes to six. But there
was a glimmer of brighter
news in that an amendment
to limit the number of lorries
to the volume of when the
quarry was previously

surging support for local
lobby group, Community
Against Dean Super-quarry,
which is working to stop the
development.
The tidal lagoon project is
backed by serious financial
investors, led by the
Prudential insurance
company and, worryingly,
has the support of influential
lobby groups such as Friends
of the Earth, WWF and RSPB.
That support is
counterbalanced in St
Keverne because the location
from which the rock is to be
extracted has AONB and SSSI
status. More importantly, the
Manacle Reef has been
designated a Marine
Conservation Zone. This

project is led by the Joint
Nature Conservation
Committee, a statutory
adviser to government on the
protection of natural
resources and conservation.
Now is the time to test the
teeth of the Marine and
Coastal Access Act 2009,
under which MCZs were
created and whose mandate
is to protect designated
habitats from the threat of
death, injury and
destruction. if you happen to
have bats in your house, it’s a
criminal offence to interfere
in any way; it must be
equally criminal to upset the
marine life of the Manacle
reef ’s valuable habitat, rich
with life and species bearing
such delightful names as
pink sea fan, candy stripe
flatworm and jewel
anemones.
Thanks to the BBC’s
Poldark, Cornwall is “hot”
again. In Winston Graham’s
work of fiction an ambitious
character attempts to trample
on the lives of a small rural
community. Fiction is often
inspired by fact and the
simple truth is that the
infrastructure of rural life is
based around a sustainability
directed by time and tides of
the seasons.
If Shire Oak Energy has its
way, the consequences could
be too great to contemplate.
There is a mood of
determination and cohesion
bubbling away in the
community and I truly
believe that the tide can be
turned by common sense and
the understanding that some
things are more important
than profit.

