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ast week’s Prime Minister’s
Question Time produced yet
another twist to what is one of
the strangest political riddles in
Britain today. A Tory MP was put
up to ask David Cameron what he thought
about the £1 billion Swansea Tidal Lagoon
project, in which it had just been
announced that a giant Chinese firm, the
China Harbour Engineering Company, is to
take a £300 million stake. Mr Cameron’s
response was that, although Swansea still
has to be given planning permission, in
general he couldn’t be more enthusiastic
about the Chinese involvement in the
future of generating electricity from the
tides round Britain’s coasts.
This was only the latest indication of the
Government’s determination to push
through the Swansea Lagoon scheme as fast
as possible. It was highlighted in George
Osborne’s March Budget and the Tory
manifesto. Mr Cameron has visited Swansea
more than once, and planning permission
may be given as early as this week.
Yet, as I reported on April 18, under the
headline “Will Welsh eels scupper the
craziest ‘green’ project ever?”, in practical
terms this scheme should be a non-starter.
On the developer’s figures, the 16 tidalpowered giant turbines, built into a six-mile
long breakwater round Swansea Bay, will
intermittently generate only a pitiful amount
of the most expensive and heavily
subsidised electricity in the world. They will
require constant back-up from fossil-fuel
power stations for all the many hours when
they are producing little or no power. In
return for the developers receiving a mindboggling £168 per megawatt hour for
electricity, including a subsidy of 240 per
cent, even more than that for offshore wind,
we shall on average get just a derisory 57
megawatts. Yet the £1 billion gas-fired power
station recently built down the coast at
Pembroke can produce 35 times as much
electricity, whenever needed, without a
penny of subsidy.
There are now reports that, with the
Chinese involvement, many of the added
amenities used to sell the lagoon to the local
community, such as a yachting marina, may
now be dropped from the scheme.
Engineers have expressed doubts over the
viability of the 16 giant turbines. A

An artist’s impression of the Swansea Tidal Lagoon project, which many experts deride

distinguished expert on tidal silting wrote in
March that neither he nor any of his
“international colleagues” can imagine that
the project will not be plagued by its buildup of a million tons of silt a year, to be
dumped at a site as yet unspecified.
In every respect, say many experts, this
project should be laughed out of court, as
should the developer’s plans to ship 1.2
million tons of stone a year from a disused
Cornish quarry to build the breakwater. We
still have to see the answers the
Government gave to the 25 searching

questions on the scheme’s environmental
impact put to it just before the election by
the head of its own Planning Inspectorate.
Yet the project is tipped to be given the
go-ahead by our new Energy and Climate
Secretary, Amber Rudd, possibly as early as
Wednesday. The real mystery crying out for
an explanation is why the Tory
establishment should seem so recklessly
hell-bent on pushing through a project the
experts seem to think is ludicrously
impractical, absurdly costly, environmentally
damaging and utterly insane.
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hen Charles Moore recently
commended in The Spectator a
new memoir by my Somerset
neighbour Lord (William) Waldegrave, I
was intrigued to see his claim that one of
Waldegrave’s schoolboy ambitions was to
save “Trafalgar Square from demolition”.
Having twice myself been involved in
campaigns to do the same thing, when I
happened to sit behind Waldegrave in
church last Sunday I asked him what this
referred to.
He told me how angry he had been at
the plan 50 years ago to replace all the
historic buildings at the south-west end
of Whitehall with a massive modern
development by Leslie Martin, the
architect of the Festival Hall. But this was
at the opposite end from Trafalgar
Square. A few years later, when writing a
book called Goodbye London, recording
the way developers and planners then
wanted to transform virtually the whole
of familiar central London, I was shocked
to find that two buildings they wanted to
replace with large, featureless modern
blocks (one by Richard Seifert of Centre
Point fame) were those on the south-east
side of Trafalgar Square.
The more prominent of these, on the
corner of the Strand, was built in 1878 as
the original Grand Hotel, the first in
London where respectable married
women could dine out in public. In 1974,
outside St Martin’s-in-the-Fields, my
friend Bennie Gray and I launched a
campaign to halt these developments,
which eventually led to both being
refused. The old Grand Buildings was
rebuilt, but with a curving façade
deliberately meant to echo the look of
what it replaced.
Ten years later, I helped the Prince of
Wales with that speech in which he
famously ridiculed a planned,
aggressively modern extension to the
National Gallery as “a monstrous
carbuncle” (not my phrase). Again this led
to the replacing of the original design
with the handsome Sainsbury Wing. So,
even though Lord Waldegrave’s ire had
been directed elsewhere, at least the
plan he opposed was also dropped. And
Trafalgar Square was saved from not one
but three “carbuncles” into the bargain.

 MDNDIB OD?@ JA <IB@M <>MJNN "PMJK@ <O [+<UD\ NJ>D<G RJMF@MN

"

ven I was rather surprised
to see a newspaper
headline reporting that the
president of the Czech Republic
had accused the social workers of
another European country of
acting “like Nazis”. As it happens,
he was not talking about our own
much-loved social workers but
those of Norway, who four years
ago took two little Czech boys
into foster care, after one of them
told a teacher at nursery school
that his Daddy had “groped
inside his pyjamas”.
Although no other evidence
was given for removing the
children, and the strain of the

case eventually led their parents
to divorce, the Norwegian
authorities have refused to return
the boys to their distraught
mother, who has only been
allowed to see them for 15
minutes twice a year and
forbidden to speak with them in
Czech. It was this which
prompted the Czech president
Milo Zeman to compare
Norway’s child protection system
to the Nazis’ Lebensborn forced
adoption policy.
Last weekend, hundreds of
Norwegians and foreign parents
marched on the parliament in
Oslo to protest about this and

scores of similar cases, such as
that of a little Russian boy seized
last October after he had told his
classmates that his mother had
“knocked out his tooth”.
Although it was only a loose baby
one, she was accused of
“abusing” her son.
All across Europe there is a
rising tide of angry concern at the
readiness of social workers in
various countries, including
Britain, to remove children into
foster care for similarly vacuous
reasons. I have reported here on
the three-year battle of a
Russian-Latvian family living in
Holland to get the return of two

young twins who were removed
kicking and screaming by Dutch
social workers and police,
because they spoke Russian not
Dutch at home. This year a senior
Dutch judge finally freed the
children on the grounds that the
reasons for their removal had
been absurd. In 2013 I reported
on how our Court of Appeal
ordered the return to Slovakia of
two small boys who had been
held miserably in care for two
years by Surrey social workers for
similarly trumped-up reasons.
In February, after an extensive
inquiry led by a Russian doctor,
Olga Borzova, a Council of Europe

report called on member states,
including Britain, to stop the
unwarranted removal of children
in ways which breached families’
human rights. Last month there
was remarkable meeting to
discuss this issue at the Slovak
embassy in London, attended not
just by representatives of all the
eastern European countries but by
no fewer than 10 of our own High
Court judges, led by Sir James
Munby, the head of the Family
Division.
There are signs that this
immense scandal is at last being
taken seriously by some of those
who matter.
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his month, on June 18, Europeans
will come together to remember the
200th anniversary of the Battle of
Waterloo. There will be full-scale reenactions on the battlefield, just outside
Brussels. And there will even be a
recreation (next week) of the Waterloo
Banquet – the annual remembrance dinner
held by the victorious Duke of Wellington,
hosted by the current Duke at Apsley
House, the family’s London seat.
But the most hallowed commemoration
will take place on June 17 at Hougoumont
Farm, the epicentre of the battle on that
damp day 200 years ago. Hougoumont was
a château and farmhouse held by the
British on the morning of Waterloo – still,
crucially, held by them that evening, when
Napoleon fled the battlefield.
Again and again, the French attacked
Hougoumont, burning the château to the
ground in the process. Again and again,
the allies fought them off, with Guardsmen
desperately leaning against the north gates
to keep the French at bay.
For almost 200 years, Hougoumont
remained a working farm, with only a few
reminders of the Olympian battle that took
place outside its walls: several monuments
to the dead; and the battered château
chapel, where flames scorched the feet of
the Christ figure on a crucifix on the wall.
Now – thanks to the admirable group of
volunteers from Project Hougoumont – the
farm has been restored for the bicentenary,
with a new Waterloo exhibition and new
north gates.
All the big names will be there for the
opening: Princess Astrid of Belgium and
the Prince of Wales, plus descendants of
the principal combatants – the Duke of
Wellington, Prince Nikolaus von Blücher of
Prussia and Prince Charles Bonaparte,
Napoleon’s great-great-great nephew.
What’s really worth remembering
through the commemorations is that, of all
the combatant countries represented at
Hougoumont next week, Britain is the only
one that’s still constitutionally much as it
was in 1815. The monarchy’s position is
pretty similar to the set-up in the days of
Prince Charles’s great-great-great-greatgreat grandfather, George III, the king at
the time of Waterloo.
There’s been a little tinkering with the
powers and composition of the House of
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Lords, big suffrage changes and the arrival when Leopold I, a German prince, was
of the EU, but we still have a constitutional given the throne and Belgium seceded
monarchy reined in by parliamentary
from the Netherlands.
democracy. If George III had been
So Waterloo was still part of the
watching last month’s State Opening of
Netherlands in 1815. If you visit Waterloo
Parliament, he’d have recognised most of
today – and it’s worth a trip – the biggest
the ingredients. Yes, an
monument is Dutch. The
empire has been won and
Lion’s Mound (a huge,
lost in the intervening 200
artificial mound) was
years; and, yes, Ireland is
raised in honour of the
no longer part of the
Prince of Orange, later
monarch’s realm. But,
King William II of the
otherwise, Britain’s
Netherlands, wounded
borders are largely
during the battle.
unchanged.
Belgium is still going
Then look at the carnage
through a national identity
and constitutional
crisis, torn between Dutchrevolution that’s swept
speaking Flanders and
across mainland Europe
French-speaking Wallonia.
over the last two centuries.
Between 2010 and 2011,
Blücher, the Prussian Field
Belgium was so confused
Marshal, was a great Allied
that, for 589 days, it didn’t
hero at Waterloo; his
even have an elected
soldiers joined
Today’s monarchy is much as it government.
Wellington’s forces late in was at the time of George III
I say these things not
the afternoon of June 18,
just to crow – although
and saved the day.
Wellington does deserve a pretty hefty pat
But Prussia hardly prospered over the
on the back for vanquishing Napoleon,
following centuries. It dominated the newly securing peace and setting up Britain for a
unified Germany in 1871, only to be torn
triumphant century to follow.
apart by the First World War, Second World
But also, when that gathering takes place
War and Cold War.
at Hougoumont on June 17, it’s a good
France has changed enormously, too,
device for explaining quite how different
since 1815. At Waterloo, France was coming Britain is from a Continent ravaged by war
to the end of the Napoleonic imperial
and revolution for two centuries. That
period – itself interrupted by Napoleon’s
Continent – France and Germany, in
abdication and exile to Elba.
particular – has been traumatised since
There then followed a real constitutional Waterloo. They’re bound to embrace the
merry-go-round: one royal dynasty, an
peaceful years since the Second World War
1830 revolution, another royal dynasty, the
– and, in Germany’s case, the brief 25 years
Second Republic in 1848, the return of the since reunification. They will embrace the
Napoleons in 1852, the Third Republic in
European Union, too, which they see as the
1870, German occupation and Vichy France cause of that peace; rather than a symptom
during the war, and the Fourth and Fifth
of it, as us Eurosceptics view it.
Republics since.
It’s natural for France and Germany to
Phew! What a lot of rethinks. It’s quite
want closer union. But it’s also natural for
right that Prince Charles Bonaparte should Britain to follow the independent,
be at Waterloo next week – but he has to go prosperous path it’s stuck to for 200 years.
back a long way to trace the last reigning
monarch in his family. The Prince of Wales Harry Mount’s ‘Odyssey – Ancient Greece
just has to point to mummy.
in the Footsteps of Odysseus’ is published
As for Belgium, which is hosting the
next month
ceremony in the shape of Princess Astrid…
No disrespect – but Belgium wasn’t even a
ONLINE Have your say on Harry Mount’s
country in 1815. Belgium wasn’t created
view at telegraph.co.uk/comment
until the Belgian Revolution of 1830-31,
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Simon Le Bon, frontman of Duran Duran, with his wife, Yasmin, left,
and daughter Amber at the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition
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DOWNFALL OF SEPP BLATTER

Sepp Blatter declared on Tuesday that he would step down as
president of Fifa. The 79-year-old had been re-elected just four
days previously, but football’s world governing body continued to
be rocked by accusations that officials were involved in fraud,
money laundering and racketeering. Jack Warner, the former vicepresident of Fifa, claims to have an “avalanche” of evidence
implicating Mr Blatter and other football officials.
DEATH OF CHARLES KENNEDY

The former leader of the Liberal Democrats Charles Kennedy was
found dead at his home in Fort William on Monday night. He was
55 years old. Mr Kennedy, who led the party from 1999 until his
resignation in 2006, had fought a long battle with alcoholism. At
the general election, he lost his parliamentary seat in Ross, Skye
and Lochaber, which he had held for 32 years. The Speaker of the
Commons, John Bercow, told the House he was “always grateful to
Charles for his encouragement, support and cooperation”.
PARENTS’ DAMAGING ALLERGY FEARS

Middle-class parents are leaving their children malnourished
because of baseless concerns about allergies, a report suggested.
The study, by Sense About Science and the British Society for
Immunology, found that while a third of parents believe their child
has an allergy, only one in 20 of those children would merit a
clinical diagnosis. Unreliable high-street “tests” are fuelling a rise
in reported ailments, the study warned, with the term “allergy”
becoming a catch-all for unexplained symptoms.
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Brit pop New figures reveal that five of the 10
biggest-selling albums in the world last year were by
British artists – One Direction, Ed Sheeran (pictured),
Coldplay, Sam Smith and Pink Floyd. American singer
Taylor Swift occupied the top spot.
Michael Fish It made him a national laughing stock, but Michael
Fish can take comfort in the knowledge that even supercomputers
wouldn’t have predicted the Great Storm of 1987. A retrospective
simulation on the Met Office’s new computer gave only a 40 per
cent probability of the freak weather occurring.
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Jilly Cooper Fans of the novelist (pictured) are
in uproar over the new, more subdued cover of
her “bonkbuster” Riders. The original from 1985
showed a man’s hand grasping the bottom of a
woman in jodhpurs. Now the hand has moved to the woman’s
hip, and her posterior has shrunk.
Simon Cowell The Britain’s Got Talent judge has ordered an
investigation into the use of a canine stunt double in the
winning act. It turns out that another border collie, Chase, stood
in for Matisse during a tightrope trick in the final performance.
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Physicist STEPHEN HAWKING

‘It is not every day you get
to cuddle a lobster’

JUDI DENCH has been posing for a campaign against overfishing
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HILLARY CLINTON communes with the spirit of Eleanor Roosevelt

‘If you portray a utopia, then you
probably wrote a pretty boring book’
‘Game of Thrones’ author GEORGE RR MARTIN defends
violence in his plotlines
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Racing driver SIR STIRLING MOSS is not keen on exercise

‘I think it is a shame that children
aren’t bored more’
Actress CELIA IMRIE on bringing up creative kids
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TOMORROW Muse release
their new album, Drones. A
children’s book written by
Queen Victoria at the age of
10 is published.
TUESDAY Parliamentary
nominations open for the new
Labour Party leader. Author
Malorie Blackman hands over
to the new children’s laureate.
WEDNESDAY The Rugby
World Cup trophy begins a
tour of Britain. Playwright Tom
Stoppard is among the guests
at the Althorp Literary Festival.

THURSDAY The winner of a
poll to find a national bird for
the UK is announced. The Isle
of Wight music festival opens.
FRIDAY Jurassic World, the
fourth sequel to Jurassic Park,
opens. Thousands take the
plunge in the Great North
Swim at Windermere.
SATURDAY The Queen’s
birthday is marked at Horse
Guards Parade with Trooping
the Colour. Men and women in
bras walk through Edinburgh to
raise cash for cancer research.

